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MARK III. 14. 


He ordained twelve, that they ſhould 
be with him, and that he might ſend 


them forth to preach. 


UR bleſſed Saviour had not 
() entered long upon his pub- 
It lic miniſtry, before he ſelected 

twelve of his diſciples, more particu- 
larly to attend his. perſon and hear 
his doctrin, to be witneſſes of the 
actions of his life, and to propagate 
the goſpel after his death. Theſe 
twelve he named Apoſtles, a name 
not unuſual at that time, and fignify- 
ing no more than a meſſenger, or one 
ſent upon a ſpecial errand, but applied 
by way of eminence and diſtinction to 
A 3 them 


(2) Luke 
vi. 12, 13. 


(3) Form 
of Conſe- 


Cration. 


= @ 
them, who were the firſt meſſengers 
of Chriſt, and were ſent to publiſh the 
glad tidings of peace and ſalvation, 
(1) Lay hands ſuddenly on no man is 
an apoſtolic injunction ; and without 
doubt Chriſt himſelf would be cauti- 
ous in the choice of his apoſtles ; in 
building his church he would take 
care at leaſt to lay a good foundation. 
Accordingly we may obſerve, that he 
offered up his earneſt prayers to God, 
before he ordained. his apoſtles. He 
went out into a mountain to pray, as 
(2) St. Luke expreſſeth it, and comti- 
nued all right in prayer to Go; And 
when it was day, be called unto bim 
his tiſciples, and of them he choſe twelve, 
whom alſo he named apofiles : leav- 
ing herein an example to the biſhops 
and governors of the church, before 
they admit any perſon to (3) the 


truth of doctrin, and adorn him with 
| nnocency 


1 
innocency of life, that he may duly 
execute the office whereunto he is e. 
Now the perſons, whom our bleſſed 
Saviour choſe for his apoſtles, were 
twelve, honeſt, „ illitterate men, 
of no power, dende, or authority, 
of no learning, eloquence, or addreſs, 
called up from low trades to be mi- 
niſters of the 72 from humble 
fiſhers to be (4) f/ers of men. And (4) Matt 
what could {4 the reaſons for our “ . 
Saviour's making in all appearance 
ſo ftrange a choice? The beft might 
have been expected from him, who knew - 
all men, as (5) St. John ſpeaketh, and (5 jon | 
needed not that any fbould teftify 7 
nan, for be knew what was in man. 


. The apoſtles were twelve in 
3 Our Saviour was willing to 
have a ſufficient number of r 22 
to the principal actions and 
of his life, that ſuch important fact 
might not reſt _ the credit of one 

A 4 or 


* 1] 
or two only. A colluſion mi ght 
ſooner be ſuſpected among a few 
than among ſo many. But why he 
pitched upon the number zwelve par- 
ticularly, the fathers have offered ſe- 
veral conjectures, and ſuppole ſome 
alluſion to the twelve ſtones upon 
Aaron's breaſt-plate, or the twelve 
ſtones which Joſhua took out of Jor- 
dan, or the twelve ſpies ſent into Ca- 
naan; and there is ſcarce any num- 
ber twelve mentioned in the Old Teſt- 
ment, which ſome or other of the 
fathers have not applied to this pur- 
poſe. But the moſt probable opinion 


is; that as in the general the children 


of Iſrael were a type of the ſpiritual 
Iſrael the church of Chriſt, and Chriſt 
was deſirous to conform the polity of 
his church as near as the difference of 
inſtitutions would admit to the polity 
of the Jews; ſo in particular he choſe 
twelve apoſtles anſwering to the 
twelve tribes or twelve heads of the 

tribes 


1 
tribes of Iſrael. And this opinion is 
authorized by thoſe words of our Sa- 
viour to his apoſtles; (6) Te ball fit 
upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve (5) Matt 
trikes of Iſrael; that is, ye ſhall 
have a power and dignity in my 
church reſembling and anſwering to 
that of the twelve heads of the tribes 
over the twelve tribes of Iſrael. St. Bar- 
nabas, the companion of St. Paul, of 
whom ſo much is related in the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, (7) fays expreſly in 
his Catholic Epiſtle, that © the apoſtles 
were uelve for a witneſs of the 
© tribes, becauſe the tribes of Iſrael 
«© were twelve.“ Indeed when the har- 
_ veſt was increaſed, and more laborers 
were wanting in the harveſt, (8) hes) Luke | 
Lord appointed other ſeventy alſo. As** 
he choſe twelve apoſtles anſwering to 
the twelve heads of the tribes, fo he 


appointed 


(7) Nude, ti; puagrugery THY OUAWr, ö Fexaduo Gs PuAGs TH Iogank. 
duodecim, in tribuum teſtimonium, quia apud Iſraelitas duo- 
decim erant tribus. S. Barnab, Epiſt. Cap. 8. p. 25. Edit. 
Cotelerii & Clerici. . 
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[ inted other ſeventy according to 
— of the — . 
theſe ſeventy were by no means of 
f equal authority with the twelve a= 
| poſtles; as appears among many in- 
li ſtances from this particularly, that upon 


the fall of Judas, Matthias was choſen 
/ out of the ſeventy to be one of the 
twelve apoſtles. The apoſtles upon 
a vacancy in their order were careful 
to fill up the number, not that I 
conceive there was any great myſtery, 
' or more than ordinary virtue in the 
| number twelve, nor was our Saviour 
it himſelf at all exact and fcrupulous in 
| adhering to it, for we know that he 
afterwards called St. Paul to be a Har- 

teenth apoſtle. 


2. The apoſtles were honeft and 
good men, except Judas, whoſe caſe 
deſerves particular conſideration. Him, 
I fay, excepted, all the reſt were 
honeſt and good men, as is evident 

from 


mm 
from all that they faid and did and 
ſuffered; from their doctrin and lives 
and deaths; fo that the bittereſt 
enemies of chriſtianity were never 
able to fix a brand upon their cha- 
rater. (9) It is required in 


As (9) i Cor. 


that a man be fund faithful; and 


more eſpecially ſhould he miniflers 
of Cbriſ, and ſiewardt of the myſte- 
ries of God be faithful, I know 
nothing that could poſſibly have 
done {o much diſſervice to the chriſ- 
tian cauſe, as the wicked morals of 
its firſt advocates, the apoſtles. If 
there was none other exception to the 
Mohammedan religion, yet the ſcan- 
dalous life of its founder Mohammed 
is a ſufficient prejudice againſt it. A 
monfter of luſt, rapin, and cruelty, 
to ſet up for a teacher immediately 
from God, and a reformer of religion 
and manners, is the groſſeſt of con- 
tradictions. A good life is the beſt 
and moſt convincing ſermon. The 
moſt 


1 
moſt excellent preaching without a ſui- 
| (1)1 Cor: table behaviour is no better than (1) 
fun braſs or a zinkling cymbal. 


N 


ö 3. The apoſtles were poor men, of 
Il no power, influence, or authority; and 
0 ſuch a choice ſeemeth to be quite 
N contrary to all the rules of human 
policy and prudence. Certainly 3 
moſt likely way to form a party, and 

make it ſucceed and proſper in the 
world, is to engage the men of inte- 
reſt and authority on our ſide, that ſo 
{ the reſt of mankind may either be 
l won or awed into a compliance. This 
| is the way that cunning impoſtors 
have uſually taken; and ſcarce hath 
any impoſture been eſtabliſhed in the 
world but by authority. It was au- 
thority that eſtabliſhed the Pagan re- 
ligion, and introduced a plurality of 
Gods in oppoſition to the worſhip - 
the one true God of the univerſe. 


was authority that bound upon * 
ſhoulders 


11 1 

ſhoulders of the Jews thoſe heavy 
burdens of Phariſaical rites and cere- 
monies, and made the commandments 
of God of none effect by the vain 
traditions of men. It was authority 
that ſupported the pretenſions of 
Mohammed ; he prevailed not by the 
power of the ſpirit, but by the power 
of the ſword, and the ſucceſs of his 
arms was the ſucceſs of his religion. 
It was authority that crammed as it 
were down mens throats thoſe hard 
things which they would never other- 
wiſe have digeſted -or taken, tran- 
ſubſtantiation, purgatory, prayers in 
an unknown tongue, prayers to 
angels, prayers to the dead, the wor- 
ſhip of images, and the like : It was 
authority, that obtruded them upon 
the church at firſt, authority that 
hath ſupported and guarded them 
ever ſince by ſecular arms as well as 
by ſpiritual, by interdicts and excom- 
munications, by dragoons and inqui- 
ſitions. 


14 
fitions. But the apoſtles of ' Jeſu,” 
Chriſt were not ſent as wolves into 
I! (z) Matt. the midſt of ſheep, but ( 2) - 

0 into the miaſt 2 
3 none of them members 4 65 — 
Sanhedrim, none of them deſoendentz 
4 illuſtrious families and rulers of 
the Jews; but were moſt of them 
poor fiſhermen, all of them men ef 
obſcure parentage and of the loweſt 
|; rank among the people. They were 
| ſo far from being countenanced by 
any of the powers of this world, that 
they had all the men of power-and 
authority violent againft them; by 
none aſſiſted, — 2 by almoſt all. 
This defe& might in ſome meaſure 
haye been ſupplied, if the apoſtles had 
been men of art and addreſs; but 


| 4. As they were 3 
4 likewiſe ilitterute; as they were men of 
us power, influence, or autherity, 10 they 

were likewiſe men of 20 learning, elo- 


quence, 


E 

quence, or adarejs; called up from low 
trades to be miniſters of the goſpel, 

from humble fiſhers to be ffhers of 
mer. And what unlikely perſons were 
theſe to convert the world to a new 
religion, without authority to compel, 

and without art to — rs The 
Magi in the eaſt, and the Druids here 
in the weſt, and in general all the 
heathen prieſts, would never have 
gained ſuch an aſcendent over the 
people, if they had not been the moſt 
mas þ men of their times. The 
Phariſees were the moſt learned ſect 
among the Jews as well as the moſt 
powerful ; they fat in Moſes's chair 
both as judges and as doctors; and 
therefore their perſons were fo oreatly 
reverenced, and their traditions were 
ſo implicity received in the Jewiſh 
church, When the church of Rome 
was in the meridian of its glory, the 
little learning that was then in the 
world was almoſt all in the hands of 
the 


[ 6 J 
the clergy . The laity was ignorant 
and purpoſely kept in ignorancs, the 
eccleſiaſtics were the only ſcholars; 
And indeed they were a ſet of men 
truly wiſe in their generation; what 
at any time they wanted in power, 
they | amply ſupplied with arti- 
fice and addreſs; and perhaps all 
hiſtory cannot furniſh us with a pa- 
rallel inſtance of dull credulity on 
one fide, and of compleat — 
on the other. But the apoſtles of 
Jeſus Chriſt, inſtead of being learned 
themſelves in an ignorant age, were 
in a learned age themſelves illiterate. 
Learning might have made ſome 
amends for their want of authority, 
or authority might have made ſome 
amends for their want of learning ; 
but poor and illitterate too they were 
ſo far from being aſſiſted, by either, 
that they were vehemently oppoſed 
by both. And what could be the rea- 


ſons 


